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Odo Russell that Germany's policy would be one of absolute
neutrality in the event of war, and stressing the importance he
placed on Austrian relations. Then came a curious assertion.
He said that when the Emperor had used the words "historical
friendship" in his speech at the opening of the Reichstag, "a
distant allusion to England had been meant," and he had been
astonished to find that this allusion had been "completely
overlooked and misunderstood."1

The British Ambassador was not inclined to take this remark
too seriously. For one thing, he noticed that after dinner talk was
liable to different interpretations so far as Bismarck was con-
cerned, and for another, Bismarck's official policy, as expounded
in the Reichstag a few days later was that "he must reserve his
opinion for the present as to a future settlement of the Eastern
Question if the Powers should fail to localize the war between
Turkey and Russia." Russell's private opinion was that Bis-
marck, very sceptical as to a peaceful or lasting settlement of the
Eastern Question if the Porte were the sole guarantee, had come
to see that "the crumbling edifice" would have to be bolstered
up by some scheme of territorial occupation by the Powers. The
form of occupation that would please him best would be an
Austrian protectorate down the Danube, and embracing the Slav
population of East Europe, and a British protectorate over
Egypt and Syria. Then they could look with tranquil eyes on
Russian expansion round the Black Sea. These protectorates
once established, a joint occupation of the Dardanelles might
guarantee the peaceful existence of the Turkish Empire for
many years, just as previously the temporal power of the Popes
had been maintained in Rome. This general solution "modified
according to the requirements of the situation," was the one that
he believed commended itself to Bismarck.2
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The meeting of the Conference synchronized with an extreme
state of tension, both in London and Berlin.  While the British
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